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ENGLISH

1. What are the six sense bases?

In dependent origination, the six sense bases (Pali: salayatana) are the eye base,
ear base, nose base, tongue base, body base, and mind base. SN 12.2 gives this
sixfold definition.

They are the six fields through which distinct kinds of conscious experience can
occur. The first five concern seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and bodily
sensitivity. The sixth is the mind base, through which mental phenomena are
known.

2. Why is the mind included as a sense base?

The early discourses treat the mind as a base because thoughts, memories,
intentions, images, and other mental phenomena can become objects of awareness.
Mental experience therefore has a corresponding base, object, consciousness, and
contact, just as the five bodily senses do.

The mind base is not presented here as a permanent self or an independent
observer. It functions conditionally within the same pattern as the other bases.



3. Internal bases and corresponding objects

SN 35.23 sets out six pairs: eye and visible forms, ear and sounds, nose and odours,
tongue and tastes, body and tactile objects, and mind and mental phenomena. The
six bases named in dependent origination are the internal side of these pairs.

A sense base and its object are not identical with consciousness. Rather, the
appropriate base and object are conditions for the corresponding consciousness to
arise.

4. How does name-and-form condition the six sense bases?

The dependent-origination formula states: “With name-and-form as condition, the
six sense bases come to be.” The bodily bases belong to the material dimension,
while the mind base functions within the mental-material process designated as
name-and-form.

This relation does not describe name-and-form as a single creator. It states
conditional dependence: without the organized mental-material process, the six
bases could not operate as fields of experience.

5. How do the six sense bases condition contact?

The next link states: “With the six sense bases as condition, contact comes to be.”
SN 35.93 explains the pattern: eye-consciousness arises dependent on the eye and
visible forms; the meeting of the three is eye-contact. The same pattern applies to
ear, nose, tongue, body, and mind.

Thus, a base alone is not contact. Contact is the concurrence of a sense base, a
corresponding object, and the corresponding consciousness. According to the
dependent sequence, feeling occurs with contact as condition.



6. Are the six sense bases permanent?

SN 35.93 describes the bases, their objects, the consciousnesses that arise
dependent on them, and the resulting contacts as impermanent and subject to
change. The conditions for sensory and mental experience are therefore
themselves conditioned and changing.

This applies to the mind base as well as to the five bodily bases. Mental objects and
mind-consciousness arise within the same dependent pattern.

7. Origination, cessation, and path

MN 9 identifies name-and-form as the origin of the six sense bases. With the arising
of name-and-form, the six bases arise; with the cessation of name-and-form, they
cease. The discourse identifies the Noble Eightfold Path as the way leading to their
cessation.

In the standard cessation sequence, the cessation of the six sense bases conditions
the cessation of contact. This is the reverse order of the arising sequence and
belongs to the teaching on the cessation of suffering.

An example of the process

When a sound is present and the ear base is functioning, ear-consciousness may
arise dependent on those conditions. Their meeting is ear-contact. This event is not
produced by the ear alone, the sound alone, or consciousness alone; it occurs
through their concurrence.



TIENG VIET

1. Sau can hay Luc nhap la gi?

Trong Duyén khdi, Luc nhép, cling goi 1a Sau x& (Pali: salayatana), gom nhan xu,
nhi x1, ty xt, thiét x1&, than x& va y x&: mat, tai, mi, ludi, than va y. Twong Ung Bo
12.2 dua ra dinh nghia sdu phan nay.

Do 1a sdu linh vyc qua d6 cac loai kinh nghiém cd y thitc c6 thé xay ra. Nam xt dau
lién hé dén thay, nghe, ngi, ném va cam gidc noi than. X thi sdu la y, qua do cac
phdap thudc tdm dugc nhan biét.

2. Vi sao y duoc ké 1a mot xir?

Kinh dién thoi ky dau xem y 1a mét x vi suy nghi, ky @&c, y dinh, hinh anh va
nhitng hién twgng tam ly khac co thé trd thanh d6i tugng dwoc nhan biét. Do do,
kinh nghiém tdm y cling c6 can, d6i twong, thirc va xuc tuong ng, giong nhu nam
giac quan thudc than.

Trong nglt canh nay, y x& khong dugc trinh bay nhw mot tw ngad thwong con hay

mot chu thé quan sat doc lap. N6 hoat dong tuy thudc diéu kién trong cing mo thic
V01l cac xu khac.



3. Cac xt&r bén trong va doi twong twong rng

Twong Ung B0 35.23 trinh bay sau cap: mat va hinh sac, tai va &m thanh, mii va
mui, lu¢i va vi, than va doéi twgng xuc cham, y va cac phap. Sdu x& dugc néu trong
Duyén khai 1a phia bén trong ciia nhitng cdp nay.

Mot can va doi twogng ciia n6 khong dong nhat véi Thire. Can va déi twong thich hop
la céc diéu kién dé loai Thitc twong ng sinh khai.

4. Danh-Sac 1am duyén cho Luc nhap nhu thé nao?

Cong thirc Duyén khéi noéi: “Do Danh-Sac lam duyén, Luc nhép sinh khéi.” Cac can
thudc than nam trong phwong dién vat chat, con y xit hoat déng trong tién trinh
tam-vat ly duoc goi la Danh-Séac.

Quan hé nay khong mé td Danh-Siac nhw mot chu thé sang tao duy nhit. Pay la sy
tuy thudc diéu kién: néu khong c6 tién trinh tdm-vat Iy dugc té chie, sdu xit khéng
thé hoat dong nhw nhirng linh vic kinh nghiém.

5. Luc nhap lam duyén cho Xic nhu thé nao?

Chi ké tiép néi: “Do Luc nhap lam duyén, Xuc sinh khéi.” Twong Ung B 35.93 giai
thich mo thirc: do mat va hinh sac, nhan thitc sinh khéi; sy gdp nhau cta ba yéu to
nay la nhan xuc. Cung mé thitc ay ap dung cho tai, mii, ludi, than va y.

Vi vay, riéng mot can chwa phai la Xuc. Xuc 1a sy hoi tu ctia mot can, doi tugng
twong &ng va loai Thitc twong ttng. Theo chudi Duyén khdi, do Xtc 1am duyén, Tho
sinh khéi.



6. Luc nhap cé thuwong con khong?

Twong Ung B0 35.93 trinh bay cdc can, doi twong ctia chung, nhitng loai Thitc sinh
khéi tuy thudc chung, va nhitng Xdc twong wng déu vo thuwong va bién doi. Do do,
cac diéu kién cta kinh nghiém gidc quan va tam y cling la nhitng phép c6 diéu kién
va luon thay doi.

biéu nay ap dung cho y x1¢ cling nhw ndm can thudc than. Cac phap thudc tam va y
thic sinh khéi trong cung mé thirc duyén sinh.

7. Su sinh kh&i, cham dirt va con duong

Trung B6 9 xac dinh Danh-Sac la nguon goc ctia Luc nhap. Khi Danh-Sac sinh khéi,
Luc nhap sinh khéi; khi Danh-Sac chadm dut, Luc nhap cham dut. Bai Kinh xac dinh
B4t Chanh DPao la con duong duwa dén sy cham duat ay.

Trong chudi doan diét tiéu chudn, khi Luc nhap chdm dit thi Xic chdm dut. Day la
thi ty nguoc lai cda chudi sinh khai va thudc gido 1y vé sw chdm dat Khé.

Mot vi du vé tién trinh

Khi c6 4&m thanh va tai dang hoat dong, nhi thtc c6 thé sinh khéi tuy thuéc nhirng

diéu kién ay. Su gdp nhau ctuia ba yéu t6 la nhi xuc. Sy kién nay khéng do riéng tai,
riéng Am thanh hay riéng Thitc tao ra; né xay ra qua su hoi tu cta cac diéu kién.



SCRIPTURAL SOURCES — NGUON KINH PIEN

1. SN 12.2, Analysis of Dependent Origination — definition of the six sense bases —
https://suttacentral.net/sn12.2/en/bodhi

2. MN 9, Right View — the six sense bases, their origin, cessation, and path —
https://suttacentral.net/mn9/en/bodhi

3. SN 35.23, The All — the six internal bases and corresponding objects —
https://suttacentral.net/sn35.23/en/bodhi

4. SN 35.93, The Dyad — sense base, object, consciousness, contact, and impermanence —
https://suttacentral.net/sn35.93/en/bodhi
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