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ENGLISH

1. What is contact?

In dependent origination, contact (Pali: phassa) is the coming together of a sense
base, its corresponding object, and the corresponding consciousness. It is therefore
more precise than the ordinary meaning of physical touching.

SN 12.2 and MN 9 distinguish six classes: eye-contact, ear-contact, nose-contact,
tongue-contact, body-contact, and mind-contact.

2. How does contact arise?

MN 148 explains the pattern: dependent on the eye and visible forms, eye-
consciousness arises; the meeting of these three is eye-contact. The same structure
applies to ear and sounds, nose and odours, tongue and tastes, body and tangible
objects, and mind and mental phenomena.

No single element is contact by itself. A functioning base, an appropriate object,
and the corresponding consciousness must converge for that class of contact to

occur.



3. The six classes of contact

Eye + visible form + eye-consciousness — eye-contact.

Ear + sound + ear-consciousness — ear-contact.

Nose + odour + nose-consciousness — nose-contact.

Tongue + taste + tongue-consciousness — tongue-contact.

Body + tangible object + body-consciousness — body-contact.

Mind + mental phenomenon + mind-consciousness — mind-contact.

These six classes show that contact includes both sensory and mental events. A
thought or memory can be the object involved in mind-contact, just as a sound can
be the object involved in ear-contact.

4. Why do the six sense bases condition contact?

The dependent-origination formula states: “With the six sense bases as condition,
contact comes to be.” Each base makes possible its corresponding kind of contact.
Without the eye base there can be no eye-contact; without the mind base there can
be no mind-contact.

The sense base alone, however, is not sufficient. The formula of MN 148 includes
the object and consciousness as well. “Condition” therefore indicates dependence,
not a single cause acting alone.



5. How does contact condition feeling?

SN 12.2 states: “With contact as condition, feeling comes to be.” MN 148 describes
feeling as pleasant, painful, or neither-painful-nor-pleasant, arising dependent on
the corresponding contact.

Contact and feeling are distinct links. Contact is the meeting of base, object, and
consciousness; feeling is the affective tone that occurs dependent on that contact.

6. Is contact permanent?

SN 35.93 explains that eye-contact and mind-contact arise dependent on conditions
that are impermanent and subject to change. Contact itself is therefore also
impermanent and subject to alteration. The same conditional principle applies
across all six classes.

Contact is thus presented as an event that arises when conditions meet, changes
with those conditions, and ceases when the necessary conditions are absent.

7. Origination, cessation, and path

MN 9 identifies the six sense bases as the origin of contact. With their arising,
contact arises; with their cessation, contact ceases. The discourse identifies the
Noble Eightfold Path as the way leading to the cessation of contact.

In the standard cessation sequence, the cessation of contact conditions the
cessation of feeling. This is the reverse order of the arising sequence and belongs to
the teaching on the cessation of suffering.

An example of the process

When words are spoken, the ear and sound provide conditions for ear-
consciousness. Their meeting is ear-contact. Depending on that contact, a pleasant,
painful, or neutral feeling may arise. The example separates contact itself from the
feeling that follows it.



TIENG VIET

1. Xuc la gi?

Trong Duyén khdi, Xdc (Pali: phassa) 1a sy hdi tu cia mét can, doi twong twong wng
va loai Thitc twong wng. Vi vay, nghia clia Xdc & day chinh xac hon nghia thong
thuwong la sy dung cham than the.

Twong Ung BO 12.2 va Trung B 9 phan biét sdu loai: nhan xudc, nhi xuc, ty xtc, thiét
xuc, than xuc va y xuc.

2. Xtc sinh kh&i nhu thé nao?

Trung B0 148 giai thich mo thitc: do mat va hinh sac, nhan thic sinh khéi; sy gap
nhau cda ba yéu t6 nay la nhan xuc. Cung cau truc ay ap dung cho tai va am thanh,
miii va mui, lu¢i va vi, than va doéi twgng xuc cham, y va cac phdp thudc tam.

Khong mot yéu to riéng 1é nao ty né la Xdc. Mot can dang hoat dong, mot doi twong
thich hop va loai Thitc twong &ng phai hoi tu dé loai Xdc iy xay ra.



3. Sau loai Xuc

Mat + hinh sac + nhan thitc —» nhan xuc.

Tai + &m thanh + nhi thic - nhi xuc.

Mii + mui + ty thirc - ty xuc.

Ludi + vi + thiét thirc — thiét xuc.

Than + d6i twgng xic cham + than thic - than xuc.
Y + phéap thudc tAm + y thitc - y xc.

Sau loai nay cho thay Xic bao gom ca su kién gidc quan 1an sy kién tam y. Mot y
nghi hay ky e cé thé 1a d6i twgng lién hé dén y xuc, cling nhw d&m thanh cé thé 1a
doi twong lién hé dén nhi xuc.

4. Vi sao Luc nhap lam duyén cho Xuc?

Cong thitc Duyén khdi noi: “Do Luc nhip lam duyén, Xuic sinh khéi.” Moi cin tao
diéu kién cho loai Xtc twong &ng. Khong c¢6 nhan can thi khéng cé nhan xuc; khong
cO y can thi khong cé y xuc.

Tuy nhién, riéng can chua du. Cong thitc trong Trung B 148 con bao gom doi
tugng va Thitc. Vi vay, “lam duyén” chi su tuy thudc vao diéu kién, khong phai mot
nguyén nhan don doc ty minh tac dong.



5. Xtc lam duyén cho Tho nhu thé nao?

Twong Ung BO 12.2 néi: “Do Xuc lam duyén, Tho sinh khéi.” Trung B6 148 mo ta
Tho la lac, kho hoac khong khé khong lac, sinh khéi tuy thudc loai Xuc twong ng.
Xuc va Tho la hai chi riéng biét. Xtic la sy hoi tu ctia can, déi twgng va Thixc; Tho la
sdc thai cAm nhan sinh khaéi tiy thudc Xuc ay.

6. Xuc c6 thuwong con khong?

Twong Ung Bo6 35.93 gidi thich rang nhan xuic va y xuc sinh khéi tuy thudc nhitng
diéu kién vo thuwong va bién doi. Vi vay, chinh Xuc cling v6 thwong va cé tinh bién
do6i. Ciing nguyén tac duyén sinh nay ap dung cho ca sau loai Xuc.

Do dé, Xuc dugc trinh bay nhw mot sy kién sinh khéi khi cac diéu kién hoi tu, bién
do6i theo nhitng diéu kién ay, va chadm d&t khi cac diéu kién can thiét khéng con.

7. Su sinh khé&i, cham dirt va con duong

Trung B6 9 xac dinh Luc nhap la nguén goc cia Xuc. Khi Luc nhép sinh khai, Xtc
sinh khéi; khi Luc nhap cham dut, Xic cham dit. Bai Kinh xdc dinh Bat Chanh Pao
la con duong dua dén sy cham dut Xuc.

Trong chubi doan diét tiéu chudn, khi Xic chdm dit thi Tho chdm dit. Day 1a thi
tw ngugc lai cia chudi sinh khéi va thudc gido 1y vé sy chadm dut Kho.

Mot vi du vé tién trinh

Khi c6 101 noi, tai va &m thanh tao diéu kién cho nhi thitc. Sy gdp nhau ctia ba yéu

t6 1a nhi xdc. Tuy thudc Xuc dy, mot cdm tho lac, khé hodc trung tinh c6 thé sinh
khai. Vi du nay phan biét chinh Xuc véi Tho theo sau né.
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1. SN 12.2, Analysis of Dependent Origination — six classes of contact; contact conditions
feeling — https://www.dhammatalks.org/suttas/SN/SN12 2.html

2. MN 9, Right View — contact, its origin, cessation, and path —
https://www.dhammatalks.org/suttas/MN/MN9.html

3. MN 148, The Six Sextets — the meeting of base, object, and consciousness is contact —
https://www.dhammatalks.org/suttas/MN/MN148.html

4. SN 35.93, A Pair — contact arises dependently and is impermanent —
https://www.dhammatalks.org/suttas/SN/SN35 93.html
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