Buddha Vajradhara

The Timeless Source of the Mahamudra Lineage

Vajradhara, called Dorje Chang in Tibetan, means “Holder of the Vajra.” In the tantric
traditions of Tibetan Buddhism, he is presented as the primordial Buddha and the
personification of dharmakaya, the truth body of awakening. He is not described as a
historical teacher with a birth and death, but as the timeless dimension of complete
enlightenment.

Dharmakaya is not a physical body or an individual self. It is the empty, luminous, and
all-knowing nature of awakened mind, beyond ordinary concepts and appearances.
Vajradhara gives this inexpressible realization a sacred form through which
practitioners can understand the source of tantric transmission.

Vajradhara is usually depicted dark blue, seated in meditation, with his arms crossed at
the heart. He holds a vajra in his right hand and a bell in his left. The vajra represents
indestructible skillful means and compassion; the bell represents wisdom realizing
emptiness. Their union expresses the inseparability of compassion and wisdom in
perfect awakening.

In the Kagyu tradition, Vajradhara stands at the beginning of the Mahamudra lineage.
The well-known lineage supplication begins with Vajradhara, followed by Tilopa,
Naropa, Marpa, Milarepa, and Gampopa. This order indicates that the lineage is
understood to arise from awakened realization itself and then to pass through realized
masters in an unbroken stream.

Traditional Kagyu biographies state that Tilopa received the direct transmission of
Mahamudra from Vajradhara. This does not deny Tilopa's human teachers or the
transmissions he received from them. Rather, it expresses that the final realization of
Mahamudra is not merely learned as doctrine: it is directly recognized and transmitted
from awakened mind to awakened mind.

Vajradhara and Buddha Shakyamuni should therefore not be understood as two
competing Buddhas. Shakyamuni is the historical Buddha who appeared in this world
and taught the Dharma. Vajradhara is the tantric form that reveals the timeless
dharmakaya and the innermost realization of Buddhahood. They express different
dimensions of the same awakening.

For the Kagyu lineage, Vajradhara represents both the source of transmission and the
awakened nature to be realized within one's own mind. The lineage does not lead the
practitioner toward a distant creator. It guides the practitioner to recognize the
inseparability of emptiness, clarity, and compassion - the very realization symbolized by
Vajradhara.

Sources: Kagyu Office, “The Mahasiddha Tilopa”; The 17th Karmapa Thaye Dorje, “A Short Life Story of the Master
Tilopa”; the traditional Short Vajradhara Lineage Prayer.



Puc Phat Vajradhara Kim Cuwong Tri

Nguén Mach Vuot Thoi Gian ctia Dong Truyén Thira Pai Tha An

Trong tiéng Tay Tang, Vajradhara duoc goi la Dorje Chang, c6 nghia la “Bac Tri Giit
Kim Cuwong.” Trong céac truyén thong Mat thira cua Phat gido Tay Tang, Ngai duoc trinh
bay la Ptrc Phat ban nguyén va la bi€u hién cua Phép théan, titc chan than cta gidc ngo.
Ngai khong duwgc mé td nhw mot bac Thay lich st ¢é nam sinh va nam vién tich, ma la
chiéu kich vuot thoi gian cua sw gidc ngd vién man.

Phép than khong phai la moét than thé vat chat hay mot ban nga cé biét. D6 la ban tanh
rong rang, sang to va toan gidc cua tam gidc ngd, vuot ngoai moi khai niém va hinh
tuwéng thong thuong. Vajradhara ban cho sw chimg ngd khéng thé dién td &y mot hinh
thtc thiéng liéng, qua dé hanh gia c6 thé hi€u duoc nguén mach cla s trao truyén Méat
thura.

Vajradhara thuong duoc bi€éu hién v6i than mau xanh dam, ngoi trong tw thé thién dinh,
hai tay bat chéo trudc tim. Tay phai Ngai cam chay kim cwong, tay trai cam chudng.
Chay kim cwong twong trung cho phuong tién thién xdo va long bi man bat hoai; chuéng
twong trung cho tri tué chimg ngé tanh Khong. Sw hop nhét ctia hai phap khi dién ta
tinh bat kha phan gitra bi va tri trong gidc ngd vién man.

Trong truyén théng Kagyu, Vajradhara ding dau dong truyén thira Pai Tha An. Bai cau
nguyén dong truyén thira quen thudc bat dau bang Vajradhara, tiép theo la Tilopa,
Naropa, Marpa, Milarepa va Gampopa. Thit tw nay bi€u thi rang dong truyén thira phat
sinh tir chinh sy chimg ng6 giac ngo, roi duwoc truyén qua cac bac Thay chimg ngd trong
mot dong lién tuc khong gidn doan.

Céc truyén ky Kagyu truyén thong ghi rang Tilopa truc ti€p tho nhén s trao truyén bai
Thi An tir Vajradhara. Piéu nay khéng ph@ nhan cic bac Thay bang xuong thit cta
Tilopa hay nhiing gido phép Ngai da tho nhan tir ho. Y nghia siu xa la sw chimg ngd Pai
Thd An khéng chi dwoc hoc nhu mot hoc thuyét; né phai dwoc truc nhan va trao truyén
tlr tdm gidc ngd dén tam gidc ngo.

Vi vay, khong nén hiéu Vajradhara va Dirc Phat Thich Ca nhw hai vi Phat déi lap. Puc
Phat Thich Ca la vi Phat lich st dd xuat hién trong thé gidi nay va giang day Gido Phap.
Vajradhara la hinh twéng Mét thira bi€u hién Phép than vuot thoi gian va sw chimg ngo
tham sdu nhat ctia Phéat qud. Hai hinh thic nay dién ta nhiing chiéu kich khac nhau cua
cung moét sy giac ngo.

boéi véi dong truyén thira Kagyu, Vajradhara vira twong trung cho ngudén mach trao
truyén, vira twong trung cho ban tanh gidc ngdé can duwgc nhan ra ngay trong tdm minh.
Dong truyén thira khéng dan hanh gid dén mot dang sang tao xa x6i. Dong truyén thira
huéng dan hanh gia truc nhén sy bat kha phén gitra tdnh Khong, sang to va long bi man
- chinh 1a sy chimg ngd duwoc bi€u trung bdi Vajradhara.

Nguon: Kagyu Office, “The Mahasiddha Tilopa”; Pitc Karmapa doi thi 17 Thaye Dorje, “A Short Life Story of the
Master Tilopa”; Bai Cau Nguyén Ngan Dong Truyén Thira Vajradhara theo truyén théng.




