BUDDHA VAJRASATTVA

The Embodiment of Primordial Purity

Name and Meaning

Vajrasattva means ‘Vajra Being’ or ‘Indestructible Being.’ In Tibetan he is called Dorje Sempa.
In Tibetan Vajrayana he is commonly honored as Buddha Vajrasattva, the embodiment of the
complete purity of awakened body, speech, and mind.

Scriptural Context

Vajrasattva appears prominently in Buddhist esoteric scriptures. In the Mahavairocana Sutra,
he is the principal bodhisattva who questions Buddha Mahavairocana about the cause, basis,
and consummation of all-knowing wisdom. He is also central to the
Sarvatathagata-tattvasamgraha and the Vajrasekhara cycle, foundational sources of Yoga
Tantra. These scriptures present the teaching through Buddha Mahavairocana rather than as
a historical discourse of Buddha Shakyamuni at a particular place.

Buddha and Bodhisattva

Terminology differs among traditions. Tibetan Buddhism commonly speaks of Buddha
Vajrasattva, while East Asian esoteric traditions often call him the bodhisattva Vajrasattva.
Both designations express his awakened qualities and his role in transmitting the Vajrayana
teachings.

Sacred Form

Vajrasattva is usually visualized as radiant white, signifying unstained purity. He holds a vajra
at his heart in his right hand and a bell at his left hip. The vajra represents indestructible
method and compassion; the bell represents wisdom realizing emptiness. Their union signifies
the inseparability of compassion and wisdom.

Purification

Vajrasattva practice is preserved in all major traditions of Tibetan Buddhism. Its purpose is to
purify harmful karma, obscurations, and damaged commitments, while restoring clarity and
strengthening the path to awakening. Purification is not punishment or the removal of an
inherently impure self. It is the clearing of temporary obscurations so that the naturally
luminous quality of mind may be recognized.

The Four Opponent Powers

Authentic purification is supported by four powers: reliance on refuge and bodhicitta; sincere
regret for harmful actions; application of a wholesome remedy, such as mantra, confession, or
virtuous conduct; and the resolve not to repeat the action, according to one’s actual capacity.

Mantra and Practice

The Hundred-Syllable Mantra and the short mantra OM VAJRASATTVA HUM are widely used
in purification practice. Mantra recitation is joined with the Four Opponent Powers and the
Mahayana motivation to benefit all beings. General recitation and a simple front-visualization
are widely taught; self-generation and complete tantric sadhana should be practiced according
to the empowerment and instructions of a qualified lineage teacher.

Sources: The Vairocanabhisambodhi Stitra (Mahavairocana Sitra), BDK English Tripitaka;
Sarvatathagata-tattvasamgraha; traditional Vajrasattva instructions preserved in Tibetan Buddhist lineages.



PUC PHAT VAJRASATTVA

Hién Than cua Sy Thanh Tinh Nguyén So

Danh Hiéu va Y Nghia

Vajrasattva cé nghia la ‘Kim Cang Tat Poéa’ hay ‘Bac Kim Cang Bat Hoai.” Trong tiéng Tay
Tang, Ngai duoc goi la Dorje Sempa. Trong Kim Cang thira Tay Tang, Ngai thuong duoc ton
xung la Pirc Phat Vajrasattva, hién than cua sy thanh tinh vién méan noi than, khdu va y giac
ngo.

Bo6i Canh Kinh Dién

Vajrasattva xudt hién néi bat trong kinh dién Mat gido Phat gido. Trong Kinh Dai Nhéat, Ngai la
vi Bo-tat chinh thinh hoi Dlic Phat Mahavairocana vé nguyén nhan, nén tang va sy vién méan
cua tri tué toan giac. Ngai cling gilt vai tro trung tdm trong Sarvatathagata-tattvasamgraha va
hé théng Vajrasekhara, nhiing nguén can ban cua Yoga Tantra. C4c kinh dién nay trinh bay
gido phap qua Dirc Phat Mahavairocana, chit khong phdi nhw mot bai phép lich st cia Duc
Phéat Thich Ca tai m6t dia diém nhét dinh.

Phat va Bo-tat

Danh xung cé khac nhau tuy truyén thong. Phat gido Tay Tang thuong goi la Bic Phat
Vajrasattva, trong khi Mat gido Pong A thuong goi 1a Bé-tat Kim Cang Tat Pda. Ca hai danh
xung déu biéu thi nhiimg phadm tinh gidc ngd va vai tro truyén trao gido phap Kim Cang thira
cua Ngai.

Thanh Tudéng

Vajrasattva thuong duoc quan twdng véi than sdc trang ruc séng, biéu thi sy thanh tinh khéng
nhiém 6. Tay phai Ngai cam chay kim cang noi tim; tay trdi cam chudng bén hong. Chay kim
cang twong trung cho phuong tién va long bi man bat hoai; chuéng twong trung cho tri tué
chimg ngd tanh Khéng. Sw két hop dy biéu thi long bi man va tri tué khong thé tach roi.

Suw Tinh Héa

Phép tu Vajrasattva duoc gin gitr trong tat ca cac truyén théng chinh cua Phat gido Tay Tang.
Muc dich 1a tinh héa nghiép bat thién, cidc che chuéng va nhitng cam két bi tén hai, dong thoi
khoi phuc sy trong sang va cung cé con duong gidc ngo. Tinh hda khong phai la hinh phat hay
loai bd mot cai téi von 6 nhiém. P6 la lam trong sach nhitng che chuéng tam thoi dé€ pham tinh
sang té tw nhién cua tdm dwoc nhan ra.

Bon Sic Manh Déi Tri

Sy tinh hoéa chan that dwoc nang dé bdi bon sitc manh: nwong tua noi quy y va Bo-dé tam;
thanh théat hoi tiéc nhitng hanh ddng gay hai; 4p dung mot phwong phép doi tri lanh thién nhw
tri chd, sdm hoi hay lam thién hanh; va quyét tam khong tai pham, tuy theo kha nang thuc té
cua minh.

Mat Chu va Thuc Hanh

Mat cht M6t Tram Am va méat chi ngédn OM VAJRASATTVA HUM duoc st dung rong rai trong
phép tinh héa. Viéc tri chu di cung Bén Sttc Manh Do6i Tri va dong co Dai thira lam loi ich tat ca
chtng sinh. Tri tung téng quét va quan tudng don gian Vajrasattva & phia truéc duoc gidng day
réng rai; phap tw quan minh thanh bén tén va nghi quy Mat thira day du can duwoc thuc hanh
theo quan danh va chi dan ctia mot vi thay truyén thira du phdm chat.

Nguén: Kinh Vairocanabhisambodhi (Kinh Pai Nhat), BDK English Tripitaka; Sarvatathagata-tattvasamgraha; cac chi dan
Vajrasattva truyén théng duoc gin gilt trong nhiing dong truyén thira Phat gido Tay Tang.




