LUMBINI
THE BIRTH OF THE BUDDHA

LUMBINI - NOI PUC PHAT DAN SINH

A source-based English-Vietnamese presentation.
Ban Anh-Viét dua trén cdc nguén dwoc xac dinh ro.

1. Queen Maya and the Bodhisatta / Hoang hau Maya va Bo-tat

The early Buddhist discourse Majjhima Nikaya 123 preserves an account of
extraordinary qualities connected with the Bodhisatta’s conception and birth. Ananda
recounts these events before the Buddha, who confirms the discourse and adds a
further wonderful quality.

Majjhima Nikaya 123 luu gitr mot ban thuat vé nhitng phdm tinh va su kién phi
thuong lién hé dén sy thu thai va dan sinh cta Bo-tat. Ton gid Ananda thuat lai cac
su kién nay truéc Dirc Phat; Pirc Phat x4c nhén bai gidng va b6 sung thém mot
phap ky diéu.

Early canonical source: Majjhima Nikaya 123, Acchariya-abbhtuta Sutta.

2. The Birth / Sw dan sinh

MN 123 describes the Bodhisatta’s mother giving birth while standing. The discourse
presents the birth as extraordinary: the Bodhisatta is described as being born mindful
and clearly comprehending, and the event is accompanied by remarkable signs.

MN 123 mo ta thidn mau cta Bo-tat sinh Ngai trong tw thé ding. Bai kinh trinh bay
sw dan sinh nhw moét sy kién phi thuong: Bo-tat duwoc mo ta la sinh ra véi chanh
niém va tinh giac, va sw kién di kém nhiing dau hiéu dac biét.
Source: MN 123. The discourse describes the birth but should not be used to supply every later
biographical detail about Lumbini.

3. Light in the World / Anh sang trong thé gian

According to MN 123, when the Bodhisatta was born, a great radiance appeared in
the world, surpassing the radiance of the devas. Even the spaces between
world-systems, normally described as dark, were illuminated.

Theo MN 123, khi Bo6-tat dan sinh, mot &nh sang 16n xudt hién trong thé gian, vuot
hon 4nh sang cua chw thién. Ngay ca nhimg khoang toi gitra cac thé gidi cling duoc
mo ta la duoc chiéu séng.

Source: MN 123, Acchariya-abbhuta Sutta.

4. The Traditional Birth Narrative / Truyén thong Phat truyén
vé sw dan sinh

Later Buddhist biographies develop the birth narrative in greater detail. In
Asvaghosa’s Buddhacarita, Queen Maya gives birth to the Bodhisattva in a sacred
grove. The poem presents celestial and auspicious signs surrounding his birth. Such



details belong to the classical Buddhist biographical tradition and are distinguished
here from the early Nikaya account.
Céc Phéat truyén vé sau phéat trién cdu chuyén dan sinh v4i nhiéu chi tiét hon. Trong
Buddhacarita cua Asvaghosa, Hoang hau Maya sinh Bo-tat trong mot khu vuon
thiéng. Tdc pha&m mo6 ta nhitng dau hiéu cat tuwong va thién gidéi quanh sy dan sinh.
Nhiing chi tiét nay thudc truyén thong Phat truyén cé dién va duoc phan biét & day
véi ban kinh Nikaya sém.

Later classical source: Asvaghosa, Buddhacarita, Book I.



5. Lumbini and Emperor Asoka / Lumbinil va Hoang dé Asoka

Lumbini is exceptional because the Buddhist tradition is joined by early historical
evidence. In the third century BCE, the Mauryan emperor Asoka visited the site and
erected a pillar. Its inscription records that ASoka came in person to honor the place
because Buddha Sakyamuni was born there.

Lumbini dac biét vi truyén thong Phéat gido tai day dwoc noi két v6i chimg ct lich st
sém. Vao thé ky III truéc Cong nguyén, Hoang dé Asoka cua triéu Maurya dén
tham noi nay va dung mét tru da. Minh van ghi rang Asoka dich than dén kinh 1é&
noi day vi Pttc Phat Sakyamuni da dan sinh tai day.

Historical source: Asokan pillar inscription at Lumbini; UNESCO World Heritage documentation.

6. The Asokan Pillar / Tru da Asoka

The surviving sandstone pillar and its early Brahmi inscription are central evidence for
identifying Lumbini as the traditional birthplace of the Buddha. UNESCO states that
Asoka made his pilgrimage in 249 BCE and that the inscription testifies to Lumbini as
the Buddha’s birthplace.

Tru d4 sa thach con ton tai cing minh van Brahmi c6 la chimg cit trung tAm dé xac
dinh Lumbini 1a noi truyén théng ghi nhan B¢ Phat dan sinh. UNESCO ghi rang
Asoka hanh huong dén day vao nam 249 truéc Coéng nguyén va minh van trén tru
xac nhan Lumbini la noi BPtic Phéat dan sinh.

Source: UNESCO World Heritage Centre, Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha (World Heritage
property 666).

7. A Place of Pilgrimage / Mot thanh dia hanh huwong

Archaeological remains at Lumbini include the Asokan pillar, the sacred area around
the Maya Devi Temple, ancient brick structures, monasteries and stupas. UNESCO
notes that these remains provide important evidence for Buddhist pilgrimage from a
very early period.

Céc di tich khéo ¢6 tai Lumbini gom tru d4 Asoka, khu vuc linh thiéng quanh dén
Maya Devi, nhitng cau tric gach c6, tu vién va bdo thap. UNESCO ghi nh&n rang
céac di tich nay cung cap ching ct quan trong vé truyén thong hanh huwong Phat
gido ttr thoi ky rat som.

Source: UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

8. Source Distinction / Phan biét nguon

Three kinds of evidence are deliberately kept distinct in this presentation: the early
canonical account in MN 123; the developed sacred biography of the Buddhacarita;
and the historical-archaeological testimony of the Asokan pillar and Lumbini remains.
This prevents later devotional details from being presented as though they were all
contained in the early discourse.

Ba loai nguén duoc chu y phan biét trong tai liéu nay: ban kinh dién sém MN 123;
Phét truyén phét trién trong Buddhacarita; va chimg ctt lich si-khao ¢6 tir tru da
Asoka cung céc di tich Lumbini. Cach trinh bay nay tranh viéc xem nhing chi tiét



tin ngudng vé sau nhu thé tat cd déu nam trong bai kinh sém.

Editorial principle: sources are identified by textual and historical category.



SOURCES / NGUON

Early Buddhist Canon / Kinh dién Phat gido sé6m

1. Majjhima Nikaya 123 - Acchariya-abbhuta Sutta (Wonderful and Marvellous
Qualities). An early canonical account of extraordinary events associated with the
Bodhisatta’s conception and birth.
1. Majjhima Nikaya 123 - Acchariya-abbhiita Sutta (Nhitng phap ky diéu va phi
thuong). Nguoén kinh dién sém vé nhimg su kién dac biét lién hé dén sy thu thai va
dan sinh cua Bo-tat.

Later Classical Buddhist Biography / Phat truyén cé dién vé
sau

2. Asvaghosa - Buddhacarita, Book I. A classical Sanskrit Buddhist biography
containing an expanded literary account of the Buddha’s birth.

2. A$vaghosa - Buddhacarita, Quyén I. Phat truyén Sanskrit c6 dién trinh bay cau
chuyén dan sinh véi nhiéu chi ti€t van hoc hon.

Historical and Archaeological Evidence / Chung cw lich sur va
khao co

3. The Asokan Pillar inscription at Lumbini, third century BCE. Emperor Asoka’s
inscription identifies the place as the birthplace of Buddha Sakyamuni.

3. Minh van trén tru d4 Asoka tai Lumbini, thé ky III truéc Cong nguyén. Minh van
ctia Hoang dé Asoka xac dinh noi day la noi Pttc Phat Sakyamuni dan sinh.
4. UNESCO World Heritage Centre - Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha,
World Heritage property 666, inscribed in 1997 under criteria (iii) and (vi).

4. UNESCO World Heritage Centre - Lumbini, the Birthplace of the Lord Buddha,
Di san Thé gidi s6 666, duwoc ghi danh nam 1997 theo tiéu chi (iii) va (vi).

EDITORIAL PRINCIPLE / NGUYEN TAC BIEN SOAN

No later biographical detail is presented here as though it were contained in MN 123.
Canonical, literary, and archaeological sources are clearly separated.

Khong c6 chi tiét Phat truyén vé sau nao duoc trinh bay nhw thé nam trong MN
123. Nguén kinh dién, van hoc Phat gido va khao cé dwoc phan biét ro rang.

Prepared as a source-based English-Vietnamese Dharma page.




