Buddha Shakyamuni Teaches on
Medicine Buddha

At Vaishali Beneath the Musical Tree

The Medicine Buddha Sutra records that Buddha Shakyamuni was traveling through the
provinces and came to Vaishali. There, at the base of the musical tree, he was
accompanied by a great community of monks and bodhisattvas, together with gods,
nagas, yakshas, gandharvas, humans, and nonhuman beings. The teaching therefore did
not take place at Vulture Peak, but at Vaishali.

In that vast assembly, the bodhisattva Manjushri rose from his seat, placed his robe over
one shoulder, knelt on his right knee, joined his palms, and addressed the Buddha. He
asked Shakyamuni to proclaim the names and former aspirations of the buddhas, so that
beings in future times - especially when the Dharma was declining - might receive help
and protection.

Buddha Shakyamuni praised Manjushri for making this request out of compassion. He
then taught about the thus-gone, worthy, perfect Buddha known as
Bhaisajyaguruvaiduryaprabha, the Medicine Buddha of Lapis Lazuli Light, who dwells in
the eastern buddhafield called Pure Lapis Lazuli.

Shakyamuni described the twelve great aspirations that Medicine Buddha made while
following the bodhisattva path. These aspirations embrace the illumination of beings,
the perfection of their faculties, freedom from wrong paths, the restoration of ethical
conduct, relief from illness and disability, protection for the vulnerable, release from
harmful views and oppression, nourishment for those who suffer hunger, and the
provision of clothing and necessities for those in poverty.

The Buddha taught that hearing, remembering, reciting, and honoring the name of
Medicine Buddha creates a powerful connection with these aspirations. The sutra
describes benefits for beings afflicted by illness, fear, poverty, misconduct, conflict, and
untimely danger. Its deepest purpose is not limited to bodily healing: it directs beings
away from causes of suffering and toward ethical conduct, wisdom, compassion, and
awakening.

Shakyamuni also explained ways of honoring this teaching: keeping the sutra, making
offerings, cultivating a pure and compassionate mind, and recollecting the Medicine
Buddha's name. These actions are presented as supports for purification, protection,
favorable rebirth, and progress toward unsurpassed awakening.

Thus the Medicine Buddha teaching is given by Buddha Shakyamuni in response to
Manjushri's compassionate request. Shakyamuni reveals the name, pure realm, twelve
aspirations, and benefits of Medicine Buddha so that beings in difficult future times may
find hope, protection, and a path leading beyond suffering. At the end of the discourse,
the entire assembly rejoiced and praised what the Buddha had taught.
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Dirc Phat Thich Ca Giang vé
Puc Phat Duoc Sw

Tai Ty-x4-ly Duéi CAy Am Nhac

Kinh Dwoc Sw ghi rang Ptic Phat Thich Ca dang du hanh qua céc dia phuong va dén
thanh Ty-xa-ly, tiéng Phan la Vaisali. Tai d6, dudi CAy Am Nhac, Ngai cung an tra véi
mot dai ching gom chw Ty-kheo, cac vi Bo-tat, chu thién, rong, da-xoa, can-that-ba, loai
nguoi va cac ching sinh khéng phai loai nguoi. Vi vay, phap héi nay dién ra tai Ty-xa-ly,
khong phai tai Nui Linh Thiru.

Gitra dai ching rong 16n dy, Bo-tat Van-thu-su-loi tir ché ngoéi ding ddy, vat y qua mot
vai, quy goi phai xuéng dat, chap tay va bach Ptic Phat. Ngai thinh Ptic Phat Thich Ca
tuyén thuyét danh hiéu va nhiimg dai nguyén thud trudc clia chw Phat, dé chung sinh
trong doi vi lai - dac biét khi Gido Phap dan suy vi - c6 thé nhan duwoc sy tro gitp va che
ché.

bac Phéat Thich Ca tédn than Bo-tat Van-thu-su-loi déa phat khéi 1oi thinh cau nay vi long bi
man. Sau d6, Ngai gidng vé DPic Nhw Lai, Uhg Cung, Chénh Pang Gic
Bhaisajyaguruvaidiuryaprabha, ticc Dtrc Phat Duoc Sw Luu Ly Quang, dang an trd trong
c6i Phat phuwong Pong mang tén Tinh Luu Ly.

bltc Phat Thich Ca trinh bay muoi hai dai nguyén ma bic Phat Dwoc Sw da phat khi con
hanh Bo-tat dao. Cac dai nguyén ay bao gom soi sdng chung sinh, lam cho céc can dugc
day du, dua chung sinh ra khéi ta dao, phuc hoi giéi hanh, lam voi bénh tat va khuyét
tat, che chd nguoi yéu thé, giai thoat khdi ta kién va ap bic, nudi dudng nguoi doéi khat,
cung cung cap y phuc va nhitng vat can thiét cho nguoi ngheo khd.

bac Phéat day rang nghe, ghi nhé, tri niém va tén kinh danh hiéu Ptic Phat Duoc Sw sé
tao nén méi lién hé manh mé véi nhitng dai nguyén ay. Kinh mo ta cac loi ich danh cho
nhitng ching sinh dang chiu bénh tat, so hai, ngheo khé, pham gidi, xung dét va nhitng
hiém nguy khién tu6i tho bi tén gidm. Muc dich sdu xa khoéng chi giéi han & viéc chira
lanh than thé; gido phap con huéng ching sinh roi xa nguyén nhan cua khé dau va di
dén gidi hanh, tri tué, long bi man cung giac ngo.

btrc Phat Thich Ca cling giang nhitng phwong céch ton kinh gido phap nay: gin gitt kinh,
thuc hién cung duwong, nudi dudng tdm thanh tinh va bi man, cung twéng niém danh hiéu
btrc Phat Duoc Sw. Nhitng thién hanh dy dwoc trinh bay nhu céc tro duyén cho sw thanh
tinh héa, che chd, tai sinh thuén loi va tién dén gidc ngd vo thuong.

Nhu vay, gido phap Duoc Su duwoc Dlirc Phét Thich Ca tuyén thuyét theo 16i thinh cau day
bi man cta Bo-tat Van-thu-su-loi. Ngai khai thi danh hiéu, c6i Tinh Luu Ly, mwoi hai dai
nguyén va nhimmg loi ich clia Pirc Phat Duoc Sw, dé chung sinh trong doi vi lai khé khan
c6 thé tim thay hy vong, sw che chd va con dudng vuot thoat khé dau. Khi thoi phép két
thic, toan thé dai ching hoan hy va tan than 1oi Dirc Phéat day.
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