VARIOUS SHORT TALES
NHUNG CAU CHUYEN NGAN — PHAN Ii

Story 45 - Garma C. C. Chang - Printed pages 525-527

1 - THE YOGI WHO SEEMED ASLEEP / VI HANH GIA DUONG NHU
DPANG NGU

At another time, Jetsun Milarepa covered his head and face while sitting on his
meditation seat. A junior Repa came to him and asked, "Father Jetsun, how is it
that you appear to be falling asleep?" In answer, Milarepa sang:

MOt 1an khac, Ton giad Milarepa trum kin dau va mat khi ngdi trén toa cu thién
dinh. Mot vi Repa tré dén hoi: “Bach Ton gia, vi sao trong Ngai nhu dang nga?”
Milarepa dap lai bang bai ca:

When | cover my head and face
| can see places far away,
But worldly beings nothing see
With their eyes wide open.

Khi ta che dau va mat,

Ta c6 thé thay nhing noi xa xoi;
Nhung ngudi thé gian chang thay gi
DU mat ho ma that to.

When | sleep with my body naked
| carry out the Dharma.

The Eight Worldly Desires

Are causes of distraction.

Khi ta nga véi than minh tran trui,
Ta van thuc hanh Gido phéap.

Tam moi ban tam thé gian

La nhitng nguyén nhan gay tan loan.

All acts are completed
Within one’s mind. How
Wonderful is this experience
Of unceasing ecstasy!
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I, the Yogi who has completed his devotion,
Ever feel joyful in whate’er | do!

Moi hanh dong déu dugc hoan thanh

Trong chinh tam minh. Ky diéu biét bao

Kinh nghiém dai lac

Khéng ngung nay!

Ta, hanh gia da vién man su tu tap,

Luén cam thay hoan hy trong bat c(& viéc gi ta lam!

2 - CONCEALING ACCOMPLISHMENTS / GIAU KiN NHUNG THANH
TUU

On another occasion, when Jetsun Milarepa was staying at Tsiba Conti Tson,
Rechungpa asked him, "If a yogi’'s power, Experiences, and Realization are great
enough, must he also make a secret of his accomplishments, or may he
demonstrate them if he wishes?" In response the Jetsun sang:

Mot dip khéc, khi Ton gid Milarepa dang & Tsiba Conti Tson, Rechungpa hoi: “Néu
nang luc, kinh nghiém va ching ngd clia mot hanh gia da du 1én, nguoi ay cé phai
gilr kin nhirng thanh tyu cdia minh, hay c6 thé biéu 16 chidng tuy y?” Tén gia dap
bang bai ca:

The lion on the snow mountain,

The tiger in the forest,

And the whale in the ocean —
These are the three leading animals.
If they could conceal themselves

It would be wonderful for them,

For they would then avoid their foes.
These are my three outer parables.

Su tkr trén nui tuyét,

HG trong ring,

Va ca voi gilta dai duong —

D6 la ba loai vat diing dau.

Néu chdng c6 thé an minh,

That tét dep cho ching,

Vi khi ay ching tranh dugc ké thu.
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D6 la ba thi du bén ngoai cua ta.

Now listen to the inner ones:

The physical body of the yoqi,

The Skillful Path of Tantra,

And the Accomplishment through Devotion,
[These are three precious things].

If a yogi could conceal them

It would be wonderful for him,

For he would then meet fewer foes.

Gid hay nghe nhiing thi du bén trong:

Théan thé cda hanh gia,

Con duodng phuong tién thién xao cua Mat thua,
Va thanh tuu nhd su tu tap tan tam,

[D6 la ba diéu quy baul.

Né&u mot hanh giad cé thé gilr kin ching,

That tét dep cho nguoi ay,

Vi khi ay nguai ay it gap ké thu hon.

Alas, few yogis in Tibet

Can now conceal these things.
Therefore, few accomplished
Beings can here be found.

Than 6i, nay chi it hanh gid & Tay Tang
Cé thé gilr kin nhirng diéu nay.

Vi thé, noi day chi tim thay

it bac da thanh tuu.

3 - SHANGON REPA’S DOUBTS / NHUNG NGHI VAN CUA SHANGON
REPA

At another time, Shangon Repa came and told the Jetsun that he had many
doubts in his mind. The Jetsun answered him in detail, and sang in conclusion:

Mot 1an khac, Shangon Repa dén thua véi Tén gid rang trong tdm minh cé nhiéu
nghi van. Tén gia giai dap can k&, roi két luan bang bai ca:
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Without realizing the truth of Many-Being-One,
Even though you meditate on the Great Light,
You practice but the View-of-Clinging.

Néu chua chiing ngd chan ly Nhiéu la Mét,
DU thién dinh vé Dai Quang Minh,
Ban cling chi thuc hanh céi thay con bam chap.

Without realizing the unity of Bliss and Void,
Even though on the Void you meditate,
You practice only Nihilism.

Néu chua ching ngd su hgp nhat clda Pai Lac va Tanh Khoéng,
DU thién dinh vé Tanh Khong,
Ban cling chi thuc hanh chu nghia doan diét.

If you cannot meditate
At any time and anywhere,
Your non-thought meditation is merely a delusion.

N&u ban khong thé thién dinh
Vao bat c& llc nao, & bat c noi dau,
Thi thién dinh v6 niém cda ban chi la mét do tudng.

If you do not realize your plain-mind,?
Your practice on the Not-two
Cannot transcend effort and exertion.

Néu ban chua chirng ngd tam binh thudng ctia minh,?2
Thi su thuc hanh vé Bat Nhi
Khéng thé vuot khdi gang siic va dung cong.

If you do not realize self-mind as non-existent,
Your practice of Non-distinction

Cannot transcend strife and effort.

Néu ban chua chiing ngd tu tdm la khéng co tu thé,
Thi su thuc hanh vé Khéng Phan Biét

Khong thé vuot khoi tranh dau va dung conag.

If a deep renunciation has
Not yet arisen in your heart,
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Your actionless actions are
Still bound by hopes and fears.

Néu tam x3a ly sau xa

Chua sinh khdi trong long ban,

Thi nhitng hanh dong v6 tac cda ban
Van bi tréi bubc bdi hy vong va so hai.

Virtuous deeds turn into vices if
You know not [what is] beyond rejection and acceptance.

Nhirng viéc thién c6 thé tré thanh 16i lam néu
Ban khong biét [diéu gi] vugt ngoai bac bd va chap nhan.

All you do will enmesh
You in the toils of Samsara
If you know not [what is] beyond life and death.

Moi viéc ban lam sé khién
Ban mac vao udi luadn hoi
Néu ban khong biét [diéu gi] vugt ngoai sinh va tu.

Source: Garma C. C. Chang (trans.), The Hundred Thousand Songs of Milarepa, Story 45, “Various Short

Tales,” printed pp. 525-527. This part ends before the next episode about the drought. The superscript

2 refers to a note in the source volume; it is not reproduced here.
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